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Vaccinations
Vaccinations are essential to protect your kitten from a variety of 
potentially fatal viral diseases. Kittens should be vaccinated at 8 
weeks of age to protect them from Feline enteritis, Feline Chlamydia 
and Cat flu. 

A second F4 booster vaccination is given four weeks later at 12 weeks 
of age and an annual booster is recommended to maintain immunity. 
These diseases can have lasting harmful effects on your kitten and 
in some cases, they will cause death. Treatment is often expensive, 
difficult and the recovery rates are low. Vaccination is the best 
protection you can offer your pet. Annual health checks are strongly 
recommended to ensure your cat has a long and healthy life.

Kitten Pet 
Care Notes

Worming- Intestinal

Worms are a common problem in cats, with some leaving nasty 
effects on your pet’s health if left untreated. In kittens, these 
effects can be fatal. The major intestinal worms affecting cats 
are roundworm, hookworm and tapeworm. If your cat hunts 
(example: lizards and geckos) additional tapeworm medication 
is needed to treat for spirometra. Kittens should be wormed 
monthly until 3 months of age and then every 3 months 
thereafter. Hunting cats can need more frequent worming, 
sometimes every 6 weeks. 

Things you should know…

• Worm your cat on an empty stomach.

• If you find medicating your cat difficult, our nurses will be 
happy to worm your cat for you - just ask for an appointment.

Symptoms of a worm burden in your kitten include…

1. Anaemia, including pale skin and gums

2. Diarrhoea

3. Pot belly appearance, especially in kittens

4. Weight loss

5. White segments in droppings, on the coat and around the 
anus

6. Scooting- when your cat sits and rubs its rear on the ground

7. Poor and dull coat quality

The best worming schedule is…

AGE WORMING FREQUENCY

0 - 12 weeks Every 4 weeks with Drontal  Allwormer

After 3 months Every 3 months with Drontal Allwormer

Worming- Heartworm
Heartworm infection is a serious disease causing damage to your 
cats heart and lungs. It can be fatal. Heartworm is transmitted 
via a mosquito bite, so all pets are susceptible. Continuous 
lifelong preventative medication in cats is available in the form 
of a monthly spot-on (example: Advocate or Revolution). The 
prevention programs should start as early as eight weeks and 
its important to continue prevention throughout your cat’s life.

De-sexing
Unless you are serious about breeding, then all cats, 
both male and female should be de-sexed at 5-6 months 
of age. De-sexing has many benefits and includes 
preventing unwanted litters.



Nutrition
Always make sure your pet has a constant supply of clean drinking water. Finding the optimum nutritional balance is difficult 
with home- made diets. To ensure the development of healthy muscles, bones and organs, it is important that your kitten is fed 
a balanced, nutritional diet. We recommend Advance and Royal Canin premium dry foods, it is a complete food and there is no 
need to supplement. Please ask your veterinarian/ veterinary nurse for a product to meet the special nutritional requirements 
of your kitten.

From birth until three – four weeks of age, mother’s milk should satisfy all the nutritional needs for your kitten. After this time 
however, kittens will begin to take an interest in other foods. Growing kittens have a large demand for nutrients, especially when 
they are small, so it is important that their first solid foods are highly palatable, easy to eat and supply a complete and balanced 
nutrition. Cats are true carnivores. They require high levels of animal protein and some animal fats in their diet. Kittens should 
be fed 3 to 6 times per day, while adult cats need only 1 to 2 meals per day.

Ticks

Ticks are an extremely serious problem in our area. They are 
carried by native animals, especially possums and bandicoots.  
The main problem tick is the Paralysis tick.

PARALYSIS TICK
These ticks can cause paralysis and even death if 
they attach to your cat. Once attached, the tick 
sucks blood and secretes saliva that contains 
toxins, which are absorbed by the cat.

These ticks are usually on your pet for 3-4 days to cause 
symptoms. These toxins affect the central nervous system of 
your cat, causing a progressive paralysis starting in the hind legs. 
The paralysis tick is most accurately identified by the position of 
its legs. They are seen along the first third of the body forming 
an arrow shape to the head. They always leave a crater if they 
have been attached for days. 

Signs of tick paralysis are as follows…

• Loss of co ordination in the hind legs

• Retching, coughing or vomiting

• Progressive hind limb paralysis to include the fore legs

• Difficulty breathing or rapid breathing

Not all cases follow a simple progression and the animal can die 
suddenly in the very early stages of paralysis. If you notice any 
of these signs, contact us immediately for further information. 
Cats become very stressed and make their symptoms worse 
quickly so urgent veterinary attention is required.

The best prevention for ticks is a daily tick search by running 
your fingertips over the entire body of your cat. Ask our friendly 
staff for a preventive tick program that suits you and your pets 
needs.

Pet Insurance
Your pet gives you unconditional love and loyalty. Unexpected illness 
or accidents can involve a lot of money. Pet insurance is something to 
consider to enable you to afford to have the best treatment for your 
cat in the event of an unexpected accident or illness.

Fleas

How can a four-letter word cause so many problems? EASY! 
They can cause problems including irritation, skin allergies and 
anaemia, just to name a few.  Good flea control requires an 
integrated approach, killing the adult flea and breaking their 
breeding cycle within the environment.

There are many effective products on the market designed 
to control fleas on your kitten. As your kitten grows, so does 
the range of products available for flea control. Advocate, 
Advantage and Revolution have given excellent results but 
please ask your veterinarian or veterinary nurse for a program 
to suit you and your kitten needs.

Transport

When your pet travels you may want to consider purchasing 
a carry cage. Please ask our friendly staff to assist with your 
needs.

Micro-chipping

Micro-chipping is now compulsory for all new puppies and kittens 
between the age of 8-12 weeks of age. It is also compulsory for 
any animals that have a change of owners. Microchips are a safe 
and permanent mode of identification that cannot be removed 
or lost. They are the size of a grain of rice and are inserted 
under the skin between the shoulder blades. All council pounds 
and veterinary surgeries are equipped with a scanner that can 
detect the microchip number. Your pets details are recorded in 
a central animal register and can be accessed by councils and 
surgeries in order to locate you, the owner. In the event your 
pet leaves home without you for whatever reason, the chances 
of a safe return are greatly increased.



Veterinary Care Scheduler

Consulting Hours
Monday - Friday 8.00am - 11.00am
 3.00pm - 6.00pm

Saturday 8.00am - 12.00pm

Sunday Emergencies Only

Opening Hours
Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm

Saturday 8.00am - 12.00pm

Date Age

For life Annually

Worming Heartworm Vaccination De-sexing

4 weeks

10 weeks

8 - 9 weeks

12 weeks

4 and 5 months

6 months
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F4 + FIV

F4 + FIV

FIV

Every 3 months 
with

Monthly with


