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N o r t h  S a p p h i r e  S h o w c a s e
One of the most sought after residential 

areas on the Coffs Coast is now the proud 

home of another newly constructed Blay 

Building. This home required Tim to work 

with the local business couple to design a 

home that complemented the unique aspects 

of the block and integrate the surrounding 

coastal aspect into the project. 

A key aspect of the property that infl uenced 

the design concept was the laneway access at 

the rear of the property which resulted in ga-

rage being placed directly of the rear laneway 

and the main entertaining area being placed 

at the front of the single level property. 

“Traditionally, the street access at the front 

of a home dictates the layout concept. How-

ever, having the more highly traffi cked area of 

the car access at the rear of the block meant 

that we could create quite an impressive 
entrance and entertaining area at the front. 
Which allowed the owners to enjoy the most 
of coastal lifestyle up close and personal.” 
explains Tim. 

One of the building highlights of this 
project was the clever use of different textures 
used throughout many aspects of the build-
ing. A particular focus was placed on a variety 
of textural materials such as feature face 
brickwork, tiles, stonework, glass and splash-
backs at key focal points on the exterior and 
interior of the home. As a visual aid smoked 
glass fencing at the front of the property 
provided both some privacy with the coloured 
tint and enhanced the feel of incorporating 
the outdoors indoors. 

Tim noted that the high visual appeal of the 
property with its featured stacked stone tiles. 
“This is a very popular trend at the moment 

as it visually showcases key areas of the front 

of the home. That coupled with the overall 

smooth clean lines of a painted textual facade 

gives the home a really modern appeal.” 

B l a y  D e s i g n
There is no such thing as a typical building 

project these days. There are always unique 

constraints or personal preferences which 

mean that more and more unique concepts 

are being incorporated into every design 

project. 

Typically, it is often the lifestyle or family 

preferences which are required to be included 

as an integral aspect of the design phase. A 

property along Spilt Solitary Road showcased 

a unique customer design request not typically 

undertaken in a regional coastal environment. 

The client had a fi rm idea that they wanted 

to enjoy the fi tness aspect and family time of 

a swimming pool while enjoying the amazing 
beach views. 

Tim was able to design the pool to wrap 
round the living area, incorporate a lap pool 
to join two separate swimming and spa areas 
and all from the second fl oor of the home. 
The second fl oor was selected for the place-
ment of the pool to capitalise on the pan-
oramic ocean views which were not available 
from the typical ground fl oor approach. “It 
was a challenge to tick all the boxed on the 
what the client had in mind but the end result 
was pretty spectacular.”

A recently home built in Shepherds Lane on 
a challenging block required Tim to rethink 
the typical structural design components. 
“The block that we had to work with was 
extremely steep and had some really diffi cult 
terrain. Many builders would refuse to have 
even tackled it.” 

Tim was able to design a welcoming family 
home with three stories. Due to the weight 
place on key elements of the foundations, 
structural steel was an essential aspect to work 
into the concept without showcasing it. “While 
you need the steel to hold everything together, 
it’s not something you actually want to be 
looking at. So we made sure that it was hidden 
in the design and not displayed, so that people 
could enjoy the great views instead.”

Steep blocks often mean fabulous views and 
this was an aspect that Tim took great pleasure 
in emphasizing. “The view over and down the 
valley is a real unique aspect of the home. By 
showcasing them to their fullest, the home will 
always command a strong return on invest-
ment as well as a wonderful feel to the home.” 

The design was also broken down into a two 

phase plan to work to the client’s budget with 
a pool a key feature of stage two. “It will really 
be a pool with unsurpassed views for the own-
ers to relax and unwind in as it is sitting in line 
with the top of the third story.”

And its not just new homes that Blay Design 
take on board. With the current climate many 
more clients are renovating their homes instead 
of selling and upgrading to a new location. Bec 
agrees, “One of our most common enquiries is 
for renovations and decks. This means that we 
often have to work around existing building 
and framework as well as council regulations. 
This means that we have to be clever in our 
concepts for these renovations so that we can 
work within client’s budgets. Sometimes, it will 
take two or three design plans until we can get 
the happy fi t of project and budget.”

“ It was a challenge 

to tick all the boxed 

on the what the client 

had in mind but the 

end result was pretty 

spectacular. ”


